
            

School’s out, the Class of 2016 has graduated, and summer is upon us!  The trustees and staff of the Shaker Schools Founda-
tion send congratulations to Shaker’s students, faculty, and staff for their dedication and hard work.  As you will read in the 
insert to this newsletter, our students have had another extraordinary academic year.  
        The Foundation is proud to serve the Shaker Heights City Schools, and grateful to receive support from a generous com-
munity of donors.  We thank you for helping us to fulfi ll our mission to provide resources to enrich the educational experiences 
of Shaker’s students, and we wish you a very happy summer.
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  REETINGS FROM THE SHAKER SCHOOLS FOUNDATIONG

Your Gifts at Work

The Shaker Schools Foundation salutes its 
2016 Corporate Sponsors  

Benefactors:  Arminius Foundation; Hahn Loeser & 
Parks LLP; Huntington Bank; Tucker Ellis LLP

Patrons:  Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP; 
KeyBank; Squire Patton Boggs LLP; Ulmer & Berne 
LLP; University Hospitals Ahuja Medical Center 

Fellows:  Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield;  Calvetta 
Brothers Floor Show; CIMA Plastics Group; Cleveland 
Music Group; C.P. Braman & Co., Inc.; DDR Corp.; El-
len Seguin Design; FirstMerit Bank;  Hogan Transpor-
tation; Karlovec & Company Design/Build Remodel; 
Legacy Capital Partners; Liberty Ford Solon; Thorman  
Petrov Griffi n Co. LPA;  TorqHoist, Inc.

•  The Lynn Cowen Fund, established in 2011 to honor 
Dr. Cowen’s retirement as principal of Onaway, recognized 
woth honoraria, the hard work of three Onaway teachers, who 
incorporated innovative math instruction into their IB units.  
Congratulations to Jennie DiLeo, Penny Weiss-Flynn, and Ka-
tie Porta. 

•  The John N. McGuiness Memorial Fund paid for new 
“jazz ties” for members of Woodbury’s jazz ensembles to wear 
at performances.

•  This spring, 34 of the Foundation’s named funds generat-
ed 67 awards that were presented to students (and one teacher) 
at the 2016 Honors and Awards Ceremony and other similar 
events.  

Since the previous issue, these projects have supported teach-
ing and learning in the Shaker Schools, thanks to our donors!

Welcome New Board Members!
At its Annual Meeting on June 9, the Shaker Schools Foun-
dation bade a fond farewell to trustees, Joan Ball and Kathy 
Jones, each of whom served for nine years and made extraordi-
nary contributions for which we are grateful.
         We welcome the newest members of the Foundation board:  
Eileen Anderson and Fiona Green.  Eileen, her husband Chad, 
and their three children moved to the Mercer neighborhood in 
2003.  At that time she was a practicing anesthesiologist, but 
put her career on hold to focus on their children, two of whom 
are on the autism spectrum.  She also earned a master’s degree 
in speech-language pathology at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity to aid in addressing two of her children’s learning dis-
abilities.  Eileen’s and Chad’s older daughter is a member of the 
Class of 2016.  Eileen also is an active volunteer in the schools, 
at Mercer and for the Red & White, as well as at St. Dominic 
Church, the Eastside Welcome Club, the League of Women 
Voters, and the Cleveland chapter of The Southern Alliance.
 Fiona and her husband Matt are 25-year residents of the 
Fernway neighborhood. Their daughter Meg is a 2009 Shaker 
graduate.  Fiona earned a bachelor of arts degree in art history 
and history from Oberlin College and retired in 2012 after a 30-
year career with various nonprofi t organizations, including the 
Cleveland Zoological Society, the Cleveland Museum of Art, 
and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.  She now works as the 
Technical Projects Manager for The OPAL Group, a software 
development and systems integration company in Westlake. 
 New offi cers for the 2016-2017 fi scal year are Tom 
Wise, President; Dorothea Polster, Vice President; Doug 
Wang, Treasurer; and Philip Shands, Secretary.  

Proudly supporting the Shaker Heights Schools 
and the Shaker Schools Foundation.



  We Love a Parade!  News of Note

The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t and The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t and 
gratefully accepts contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   gratefully accepts contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   
Please note the following options:Please note the following options:
•  Express your appreciation of a special teacher (or teachers) •  Express your appreciation of a special teacher (or teachers) 
through a contribution to the Foundation.  Unless you request through a contribution to the Foundation.  Unless you request 
otherwise, we will share your name (but not the amount of your otherwise, we will share your name (but not the amount of your 
gift) with the teacher(s).  Mail your check to the Foundation or gift) with the teacher(s).  Mail your check to the Foundation or 
visit visit www.shaker.org/foundation.aspxwww.shaker.org/foundation.aspx to make a credit card gift. to make a credit card gift.
•  Make a legacy gift to the endowment. Your bequest, trust, or •  Make a legacy gift to the endowment. Your bequest, trust, or 
other planned gift will help sustain the Foundation for the long other planned gift will help sustain the Foundation for the long 
term and ensure its ongoing service to Shaker. We invite you to term and ensure its ongoing service to Shaker. We invite you to 
include the Foundation in your estate planning.include the Foundation in your estate planning.
•  Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Audi-•  Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Audi-
torium, perhaps in tribute to a member of the Class of 2016 or torium, perhaps in tribute to a member of the Class of 2016 or 
a special Shaker teacher or principal.  You can endow a seat in a special Shaker teacher or principal.  You can endow a seat in 
their honor, in your own name, or in the name of other family their honor, in your own name, or in the name of other family 
members, friends, or (if appropriate) your Shaker graduating members, friends, or (if appropriate) your Shaker graduating 
class. Each endowed seat has its own nameplate, and one seat class. Each endowed seat has its own nameplate, and one seat 
can be named for $500. can be named for $500. 
•  Participate in special projects that directly impact our students. •  Participate in special projects that directly impact our students. 
These include Summer Academy, the Learning Garden, and These include Summer Academy, the Learning Garden, and 
family reading programs for Kindergarten students.family reading programs for Kindergarten students.

The Shaker Schools Foundation’s 2015 Annual Report is 
now available online at www.shaker.org/foundation. 

Please visit our website at www.shaker.org/foundation, call us at 
216-295-4329, or like us on Facebook. To receive this newsletter 
via e-mail, please send your address to wang_h@shaker.org.
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Shaker Schools Foundation
15600 Parkland Drive

Shaker Heights, OH  44120
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Thomas Wise, President
Chris Auginas, Executive Director

Sue Starrett, Director of Development
Ann Cutler, Development Associate
Holly Wang, Development Associate

Make a Gift

Audrey Stout Learning Garden News

 Annual Report 2015

In May, the Audrey Stout Learning Garden plaque was in-
stalled, making its namesake’s presence permanent. Also that 
month, 1,000 red and white tulip bulbs – purchased with a 
grant from the Shaker Schools Foundation – burst into glori-
ous bloom. In addition, all Shaker schools were invited to par-
ticipate in a potato planting project, which involved the design 
and painting of a trash can planter.  On May 7, the potatoes 
were planted by students, their families, PTO members, IB 
students, Shaker SEED club members, and seniors working in 
the Learning Garden for senior project. These volunteers also 
planted peppers, tomatoes, leeks, herbs, and fl owers started 
from seed in Stacey Steggert’s classroom. In the fall, the po-
tato planters will be sent back to their schools for harvest and 
consumption!
 On June 19, the Audrey Stout Learning Garden will 
be the featured community garden at the 12th annual Gracious 
Gardens of Shaker Heights tour, sponsored by the Shaker His-
torical Society. We are so proud!

Many thanks to everyone who organized, participated in, and 
supported the 2016 Night for the Red & White.  The event 
raised $130,401!  Brava!
 The Shaker Schools Foundation has been working to 
raise funds for Shaker’s First Class, the new preschool that 
will launch at Onaway and Mercer elementary schools this 
fall.  We are pleased to thank the following generous donors, 
who understand the importance of a quality preschool in 
the lives of our youngest learners:  Arminius Foundation, 
Heights Family Foundation, Huntington Bank, and the 
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation.  Their support, along 
with a grant from the Shaker Schools Foundation, totals 
$100,500. 

Recent Successes

As of July 1, the Foundation’s Executive Di-
rector, Christine Auginas, is retiring from her 
position.  Her distinguished and long career of 
46 years in education, including 16 years as 
our leader, is ending.  That tenure has been 
extraordinary, providing the Foundation with 

Hail and Farewell

a long period of stability and growth.  Her legacy includes the 
Foundation’s strong infrastructure, policies, and procedures; 
the renovation and restoration of the High School’s small and 
large auditoriums and planetarium and the creation of the Inno-
vative Center for Personalized Learning and Family Engage-
ment; an increasingly positive and productive relationship with 
Shaker’s alumni; and continuous growth in the Foundation’s 
productivity, visibility, and capacity to raise funds to support 
Shaker’s students and faculty.  These accolades don’t even in-
clude her accomplishments with A Night for the Red & White.  
Not only has the event raised a total of $1,906,983 under her 
leadership, the party now includes mobile bidding!  Her touch 
is everywhere, from the gold and teal accent paints used in 
the large auditorium to the supply of red tablecloths stored in 
the Administration Building.  We wish Chris the very best in 
her retirement, which surely will be short on rest and long on 
activity!


